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Welcome ‘Sydney’
farewell ‘Bligh’
This is my last newsletter for the State Seat of Bligh. The NSW State Election
on 24 March will be fought on boundaries reshaped to reflect inner Sydney’s
population growth. The Seat is to be renamed Sydney. It loses Redfern,
Darlington, Darling Point, and parts of Edgecliff and Woollahra; and will
include the CBD, the Rocks/ Dawes Point, Miller’s Point, Ultimo and Pyrmont,
and a small part of Kensington.
This newsletter is being distributed to the current and new electorate.
It summarises my major actions over the last four years as MP. Regular
newsletters enable me to inform constituents about both inner city issues
and our global responsibilities.

MY ACTION over the last four years
In the 53rd Parliament, I campaigned for
State leadership on the vital issues
of environmental responsibility and
sustainability, and the expansion of city
infrastructure, including extended and improved
public transport. I opposed reduction of public
participation in development decisions. I
defended and worked for the expansion of
the public domain, promoted progressive
solutions for big city social problems, and
legislated for government accountability.
Environmental responsibility: I push for
water recycling, and oppose desalination.
I promote renewable energy and oppose
Government reneging on BASIX commitments
for more sustainable apartment developments.
Transport and city infrastructure: I support
mass transit as a solution to increasing city
traffic congestion, and argue for better services
and facilities, including open space, to meet
the needs of increasing inner city populations.
Public participation in development decisions:
I led opposition to the continuing erosion of
our rights to be involved in major planning
and development decisions, and the reduction
of environmental and heritage safeguards.

for development of public land held by the
Sydney Cricket and Sports Ground Trust, and
Government plans to sell part of the Crown
Street Reservoir site in Surry Hills.
Urban social problems: I support progressive
solutions to homelessness, mental illness, and
drug and alcohol dependencies. I negotiated a
combined City/State approach to homelessness
services, and support the Medically Supervised
Injecting Centre trial at Kings Cross.
Government accountability: My Open
Government – Disclosure of Contracts Bill, is
now law and ensures public scrutiny of future
government contracts such as public / private
partnerships. As a member of the Legislative
Assembly Privilege and Ethics Committee,
I work for open and accountable processes
in the Parliament.
In the climate of an unwilling Government
and lacklustre Opposition, it’s vital that we
continue to campaign together for the future
of our city and our planet.
I thank my staff and the many volunteers who
support my work, and thank the community
for the opportunity and privilege of working
for you in the NSW Parliament.

Defending and expanding the public
domain: I have a long history of defending
public land and promoting new parks and
foreshore reserves. I oppose the rezoning

Make sure you are enrolled to VOTE
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I was one of the most active members of the 53rd Parliament,
particularly on environment and city issues.
I spoke 138 times on issues ranging from sustainable cities, transport,
pollution, and asylum seekers’ rights, to land clearing, homelessness, drug
services, anti-homophobia education, and the need to ban developer
donations to political parties. I asked 355 Questions on Notice, covering
topics from water saving to Housing Department sell-offs, from policing
to tunnel filtration, from inhumane livestock farming to public art policy,
foreshore access and boarders’ rights. I lodged petitions on behalf of
the community on almost every sitting day.

SCG rezoning of public land

SPEAKING UP ON...
Planning and heritage
I led opposition to repeated assaults on the Environmental Planning and Assessment
Act 1979 that have reduced public participation and diminished environmental and
heritage protections for major developments. Decision-making on key sites such as
East Darling Harbour, Caritas and the Chippendale Brewery has effectively been
taken out of the public arena, while the Redfern-Waterloo Authority removes a huge
area from local planning control.

The defence of public land

Catch up with Clover meetings

I led opposition to the outrageous rezoning, supported by Labor and Liberal, which
allowed commercial and residential development on public recreational land to
benefit the Sydney Cricket and Sports Ground Trust.

Environmental sustainability
I was the only member of the Legislative Assembly to speak against the Government’s
reneging on its promised BASIX energy efficiency targets for apartments. I opposed
weakened environmental protection laws which allow developers to destroy biodiversity
for development in exchange for protection elsewhere. I also fought for improved air
quality through tunnel filtration and vehicle emission testing; for increased renewable
energy use; to prevent illegal land clearing; to reduce packaging and waste; to
protect threatened species; and to improve public transport.

Problem gambling
I was the only Assembly Member to oppose weakened poker machine laws that
shorten shutdown periods for hotels and clubs, increasing problem gamblers’ access
to poker machines.

Democracy and social justice

Surry Hills Dog Show

Carlton United Brewery

Only Independent members in the Legislative Assembly voted against fundamental
changes to our democracy including using the threat of terrorism to justify detention
of people who haven’t committed a crime, and allowing the courts to accept majority
jury verdicts. I opposed Residential Tenancy Act changes that will reduce security
for social housing tenants and increase their costs.

Energy efficiency for apartments

Animal rights
I opposed recreational hunting of animals on State land and submitted petitions
calling for humane conditions for pigs and battery hens, banning the sale of animals
in pet shops, ending the use of wild animals in circuses, and opposing the sale of
cat and dog meat for consumption.

Open and accountable Government
Following my Open Government – Disclosure of Contracts Bill, Government contracts
worth over $5 million must now be open to public scrutiny, and information about
smaller contracts must be made public. In the wake of the Cross City Tunnel furore,
disclosure of public /private partnership deals will give greater public confidence
in major infrastructure projects in NSW.

Open Public/Private Contracts

Ethics for MPs
As a member of the Legislative Assembly Privilege and Ethics Committee, I helped
develop a new Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament, and amendments to the
Constitution (Disclosure by Members) Regulation. Our recommendations would expand
the definition for bribery, require greater disclosure of secondary employment, provide
clearer guidelines for financial disclosure and mandatory updates, and require MPs
to avoid conflicts between personal and public interest.
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PROMOTING OPEN SPACE AND TRANSPORT
I have achieved major expansions and upgrading
of precious inner city parkland and foreshores.
In Surry Hills, landscaping of Prince Alfred Park has begun, with
work on the Pool due to start mid-year. I recently opened Harmony
Park, the first new inner city park in decades, and the final stage
of Frog Hollow Reserve on the corner of Albion and Riley Streets
is complete.
At Pyrmont, conversion of the former Water Police site into a new
foreshore park and extended harbourside walkway beings mid-year.
In Paddington, work will begin in April on the restoration of
Paddington Reservoir and Walter Read Reserve, which was
closed to the public in 1991. Barcom Avenue Park in Darlinghurst
has been upgraded with more grassy areas, new trees and seating,
improved lighting, and water re-use measures. A new design for
Rushcutters Bay Park has been developed following extensive
consultation with residents and park users.

Frog Hollow Reserve

Barcom Avenue Park

Harmony Park

Redfern Park is being upgraded to provide wider public access
and increased opportunities for passive and active recreation,
including a stunning new sports ground – due by May 2008.

SUPPORTING RESIDENTS
& defending existing open space
As state member, I supported Paddington residents’ campaign for the park
at the former Royal Hospital for Women site, and campaigned with the
community to have Woollahra Council save White City for open recreational
space. In response to my request, the Minister for Lands refused the sale of
part of Trumper Park and the Paddington Bowling Club site.

Prince Alfred Park

The erosion of Moore Park is an ongoing battle – I opposed in Parliament
the rezoning for development of Sydney Cricket and Sports Ground Trust
land. I succeeded in reducing the number of major events over the next five
years as well as tightening conditions on noise, traffic and parking to reduce
impacts on surrounding residents.
Work continues to get spectator parking off parkland and to prevent further
alienation of Centennial Park by creeping commercialism.

Campaigning for BETTER PUBLIC TRANSPORT
While the Government focus was on toll roads, I kept public transport
and cycling and pedestrian access on the Parliamentary agenda.
I continue to stress the need for accessible and sustainable transport for
Sydney’s long-term economic, social and environmental future. I have urged
Commonwealth, State and Local Government cooperation, and the Capital
City Lord Mayors group is lobbying for Federal investment in our cities, as
they are the economic drivers of our nation.
Despite the Government’s resistance to new forms of transport, I took the
Glazebrook and PricewaterhouseCoopers light rail studies commissioned
by the City of Sydney to both Government and Opposition as a solution to
growing city gridlock and future transport needs.
I voted for the long-delayed T-card system for public transport, which will
integrate ticketing for all transport across Sydney, and improve travel times,
accessibility and affordability.

The crusade for BETTER BUS SERVICES
In response to my advocacy for late-night bus services from Kings Cross, the
Minister for Transport has agreed to trial a new 999 NightRide bus service.
While the Government has responded to my requests for additional 300 series
bus services through Redfern and Surry Hills, it has cut services on the 200,
311, 326/327 and 501 routes. This forces many residents to use private
vehicles, adding to traffic congestion, air pollution and greenhouse gases.

RHW Park Paddington
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Northcott Mural

Public housing tenants
I hold regular meetings with public housing tenants,
along with Department, police and Council officers.
I opposed Government plans to give 99 year leases
for commercial use of Department of Housing
homes in Millers Point.
I got funds for the Northcott estate Community
Development Worker whose work with tenants,
police, St Vincent’s Hospital, Big hART community
arts group and the Department of Housing, resulted in inspiring Tenant by Tenant photographs, StickybrickS theatre, 900 Neighbours and 14 Stories
films, and the Say Hello residents kit. The outcome has been reduced crime, a positive sense of community, and hope for the future. The World
Health Organisation has declared Northcott a safe community – the first public housing estate in the world to achieve this.

DRUG treatment
and rehabilitation

The Medically Supervised Injecting Centre trial has been extended
to October 2007, and the latest survey demonstrates strong community
support. The Centre has taken 220 injecting episodes off the streets
each day, and there has been a substantial drop in ambulance
callouts, syringes in the streets, and drug-related crime, which
has allowed police to focus on drug dealing.
The Centre has made nearly 5,400 referrals to drug treatment and
other services.
I continue to advocate for state funds for a full time Gorman House
detoxification service. I donated $30,000 to help keep it open until
July 2007.
A new Crystal Methamphetamine (ICE) clinic at St Vincent’s Hospital
will test drug treatments for the problems caused by ICE.

Community POLICING
With community representatives, I meet regularly with Police from each Command,
keeping them accountable and in touch with community concerns.
While crime has dropped over this term, understaffing at inner city Commands
threatens foot patrols and preventative policing. I continue to push for police to
be adequately resourced.
Since public disorder in Redfern in 2004, a new $6m police station, extra police,
better training and new strategies to work with the Aboriginal community have
resulted in significant improvements.

HOMELESSNESS

I negotiated an agreement between the Minister for
Housing and the City of Sydney to fund a single Inner
City Homelessness service, which makes contact with
homeless people, and helps them get off the street.

MENTAL HEALTH treatment and facilities
A new Psychiatric Emergency Care Centre at St Vincent’s Hospital, and the
redevelopment for Caritas will better integrate mental health, drug and alcohol,
and community health services. The Government agreed to my request for
Nurse Consultants to work with GPs and homelessness services to help people
with mental health problems before they are in crisis.

ARTS and
Gay & Lesbian
CULTURE
E Q U A L I T Y In a significant
win, the
Equal age of consent for was finally
achieved in this term, after many years
of campaigning. I support removal of
the Anti-Discrimination Act exemptions
which allow discrimination against
lesbians and gay men; and campaign
for legal recognition of same sex
relationships and equal treatment
of same sex parents.

eNews

Government has withdrawn
plans for amalgamation of
the National Art School,
following a determined and
creative campaign that I
strongly supported for this
unique school to retain
its independence and
studio-based approach.

Clover’s eNews is a weekly community update.
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