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SAME
SEX
adoption
win
Children with same-sex parents
now have access to the same
legal protection as children with
heterosexual parents after my
Adoption Amendment (Same Sex
Couples) Bill became law.
About 1,300 children in NSW have
same-sex parents including foster
children cared for by same-sex
couples, but previously only one
parent could be legally recognised.
Damien and Dennis with Caitlyn and Aurora

Simon and Wally with Corey

This creates difficulties in day to
day life such as for school and
medical consents, and leaves
children vulnerable if there is a
death or illness. The previous law
put discrimination ahead of the
child’s best interests.
In 2000, no one in the Legislative
Assembly supported similar
amendments which I introduced.
This time MPs from all sides of
politics worked hard to get my bill
through and I thank them. The
support of child welfare, family law
and health professionals also helped.

My bill removed major discrimination
in State law against same-sex couples
and their families. Children need a
loving and nurturing environment –
their parents’ sexuality is not relevant.

I thank the many families who
have contacted me to say how
this legislation will help them.

Happy Christmas
and New Year to all in
the Sydney electorate!
Thank you to my terrific staff and the many
volunteers who support my work for the Sydney
electorate by helping constituents, and undertaking
research, office administration, and distributions.
If you too would like to help, please contact
Leanne in my office.
Electorate Office 58 Oxford Street Paddington NSW 2021
T 02 9360 3053 F 02 9331 6963 E sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au

FROM
PARLIAMENT

Recognising

our State’s
first people
I welcome Parliament’s recognition of Aboriginal
people as the State’s first people and nations in
our Constitution.
Our State’s history before European
settlement is significant and recognition
has been too long coming!
While this is an important symbolic
step, during debate on the Constitution

Amendment (Recognition of Aboriginal
People) Bill, I called for practical
action to remove disadvantage
and discrimination.

All members of Parliament signed
a Statement of Intent to close the
equality gap on health and life
expectancy between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Australians.

Public service
integrity
In response to my question in Parliament, the Premier said
she will “consider” the NSW Ombudsman’s recommendation
for a legally enforceable public service integrity act.
While most public servants do the right thing, the Ombudsman
reported examples of unethical conduct, particularly withholding
information. Other States and the Commonwealth have laws
that clarify and enforce public employee obligations.

HOPE for
Millers Point
homes
I led a delegation of Millers Point residents
to meet the Housing Minister, and he agreed
to review Millers Point housing sales and
investigate tenanting vacant homes.
The Government announced its intention to sell
another 20 Millers Point properties on 99-year
leases despite an earlier promise to suspend
sales. Two have already been sold and with growing
maintenance backlogs and more empty properties,
residents fear they will lose their homes.

Millers Point is an historic, stable and supportive community,
and in Parliament I argued that public housing close to
services, transport and jobs should be valued and retained.
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FROM
PARLIAMENTcontinued

MSIC
made
permanent
The Medically Supervised Injecting Centre in
Kings Cross was made permanent under the
Drug Misuse and Trafficking Amendment
(Medically Supervised Injecting Centre) Bill.

At the announcement of MSIC permanence with the Premier, Health Minister and Poilce Minister

The latest evaluation shows that the Centre continues
to meet its objectives by saving lives, removing
street injecting and referring users to treatment. The facility
does not create crime or encourage drug use.

I successfully moved the motion to set up the Centre after
hearing from families of people addicted to drugs at the
1999 Drug Summit.

More inner city
police needed
In Parliament I argued for more police in inner city late night
trading areas where huge crowds gather every weekend,
often resulting in drunk and violent people causing conflict
on the streets.
The Government should treat late night trading precincts
as weekly major events, with matching police resources.

Strata Reform Bill

PROGRESS
High-rise apartments make up most
new inner city housing but strata
legislation is virtually the same as
when most strata schemes had
fewer than ten flats.

committee members. It could give
residents and prospective owners
better access to documents and
the Tribunal more power to
resolve problems.

Tired of Government inaction, I am
working on a series of bills to update
strata law to improve transparency,
amenity, management and dispute
resolution.

Urgently needed measures to prevent
overcrowding will be introduced.

My first bill could ban original owners
from executive committee and
management positions, improve
disclosure requirements and introduce
a Code of Conduct for executive

Substantial drafting is needed and I
hope the bill will be ready by the end
of the year.
If you would like to receive a copy
of the bill when it is available, please
leave your details with my office,
phone 9360 3053.
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LOCAL
NEWS
Existing view of site from Pyrmont

Barangaroo response
While I support the substantial parklands and public foreshores,
my submission on the proposed modified Barangaroo Concept
Plan opposed the excessive building bulk and scale.
Wind effects and foreshore overshadowing, particularly by the
proposed hotel in the harbour, are unacceptable. Buildings will
block view corridors, cutting links with the city. Planned public
transport, pedestrian and cycling infrastructure will not cope with
the extra people from increased floor space – the previously
approved increase was justified by the now abandoned metro rail.

I support keeping the cruise passenger terminal on the site.

Ugly sub-stations in inner city streets
Energy Australia is plonking concrete
pad-mounted electrical sub-stations
all over the inner city, narrowing
footpaths and defacing residential
streets in conservation areas.

Instead of strong efficiency and demand
management, the Government’s response
to rising energy consumption is a quick
fix that promotes urban blight. It’s the
same with overhead power lines!

They don’t need approval and can
ignore Council and resident objections.

I asked the Energy Minister to
protect public access and amenity
in streets and parks.

Elizabeth Bay Marina
The Planning Minister agreed that Sydney City Council, not the State
Government, will assess any marina proposed for Elizabeth Bay.
This will ensure thorough community consultation and assessment of
impacts. I raised this matter when NSW Maritime gave an Elizabeth Bay
marina proposal permission to lodge a DA.
My questions in Parliament led NSW Maritime to publish full information
about proposed marinas, not just brief summaries. Sydney Harbour belongs
to everyone.

No DA has been lodged for a marina at Elizabeth Bay at this stage.

Blackwattle Bay
boating facilities

311 bus
update

In Parliament I asked
questions about the
Government’s commitment
to provide community boating
facilities on the 1 Bank Street
site at Blackwattle Bay Pyrmont.

I hope that the 311 bus service will return
to Woolloomooloo streets early in 2011.

The community supports rowing and dragon boat activities at the bay
but there are concerns that the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority
may not transfer ownership of the site to NSW Maritime, which could
mean plans will not go ahead.

Current proposals include retaining resident
parking while ensuring 311 buses can
safely use local streets, and new bus-only
right-turns into William Street.

This follows cooperative negotiations with
the Transport Minister, RTA, and STA. I will
continue to work to ensure this bus service
is available where needed.
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ENVIRONMENT

Sustainable transport forum
In Parliament I hosted the Australian
Conservation Foundation and Rapid
Active and Affordable Transport
Alliance transport forum.
A well-functioning, sustainable transport
system is essential to Sydney’s
economic efficiency, and social and
environmental amenity. Over-reliance
on private vehicles causes congestion
and pollution.
While the public transport backlog
is daunting, we can reduce car

dependence by making cycling a safe
and convenient option, car share in
high density residential areas, and
mass transit expansion.

I told the forum every initiative helps
and making a start is vital!

Containing coal mine IMPACTS
In Parliament I supported the Independent Member for Lake
Macquarie’s bill to protect his electorate from the impacts
of surface coal mining, including air and water pollution and
land clearing. While the State Government banned surface
mining in Lake Macquarie through a planning policy, a loophole
allowed the Planning Department to recently consider an open
cut mine proposal.

Despite its policy ban, the Government opposed the Surface
Coal Mining Prohibition (Lake Macquarie) Bill as did the
Opposition, who didn’t even bother to speak.

Climate change solutions
The City of Sydney’s practical
plans to combat climate change
could see 70 per cent of the inner
city’s energy needs provided
by tri-generation with the rest
coming from local renewable
energy sources.
Tri-generation is locally provided
energy that captures waste heat
for heating and cooling. There are
plans to include water recycling and
automated waste collection.

These solutions could significantly
improve sustainability and reduce
the need for increased energy prices.

I continue to lobby the Government
and Opposition to support a low
carbon city and remove the regulatory
barriers that prevent tri-generation
owners on-selling their energy.

Eighty per cent of inner Sydney’s
greenhouse gas emissions come from
electricity produced by coal-fired
power stations in the Hunter, which
lose two thirds of generated energy,
and waste huge amounts of water.
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COMMUNITY
People at my June rally. Photo by C. Moore Hardy

Secrecy over
the future of
Moore Park!
The grab for Moore Park by the Sydney
Cricket and Sports Ground Trust (SCG)
is being negotiated in secret.
The rationale for locating the planned NRL
headquarters in Paddington and details
about the building’s size or parking
impacts have not been released. This
is our public land held in trust, yet the
community continues to be excluded.

With government sponsored higher
residential densities, it’s outrageous
that we have to fight to stop commercial
interests eroding what is left of our already
diminished public recreational parkland.
While this is a deal between Labor mates,
neither major party can be trusted with
our public estate – just four years ago
both Labor and the Coalition voted to

rezone recreational land for development
at the SCG’s request. Only Independents
voted against it in the Legislative Assembly!

Please continue to lobby the Premier
and Opposition Leader against any
transfer of Moore Park.

Paddington/Woollahra meeting
Thank you to the Paddington, Edgecliff and Woollahra residents who attended my
recent public meeting. We discussed the Scottish Hospital and other development
proposals; Centennial Parklands; crime and safety; and community services.

Visiting the
new Caritas
I inspected the impressive new
Caritas Mental Health facility at
St Vincent’s Hospital Campus.

Despite increased funding, international
evidence shows that Australian
student achievement has decreased.
A 2007 Report on 25 world school
systems found teacher selection and
support are key factors.
On-site classroom coaching and
real life training, plus extra support
and resources for schools with
disadvantaged students were
recommended.

The Minister’s response to my
Question in Parliament referred
only to NAPLAN testing and ignored
practical action to help teachers
be more effective educators.

This includes emergency psychiatric
care and integrated mental health,
drug and alcohol services to
help people in crisis or with
multiple conditions.
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IMPROVING
EDUCATION

NAS upgrade!
I welcome $6 million funding to
replace 1960s and 1970s buildings
with purpose-built facilities at the
National Art School.
Following a passionate campaign,
the Education and Training Minister
announced in 2009 that the NAS would
remain independent, retaining its unique
atelier/studio-based learning.

I have supported the NAS campaign
since 1994.
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