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20 years on

This is my twentieth year in the NSW Legislative
Assembly serving the inner Sydney community.
Protecting our environment and the public estate;
promoting social justice and inclusion, as well as open
government and your democratic right to be involved
in decisions which affect you were the impetus for me
to enter political life, and continue to drive my work
20 years on.
This edition of my State newsletter marks this
anniversary by reviewing some of our local wins
and advances.
I have long been an advocate for the natural and
urban environments. My South East Forests Bill
influenced native forest conservation; my Centennial
Park and Moore Park Trust legislation reclaimed
Sydney Showgrounds as public land; and the fight
to preserve the Woolloomooloo Bay Finger Wharf
opened it to public access.
Social reform is vital to address big city problems. At
the Drug Summit I proposed establishing the Medically
Supervised Injection Centre. I initiated legislation which
outlawed homosexual vilification, as well as legislation
that removed land tax from low income housing.

our Charter of Reform was reported by the Sydney
Morning Herald as “the most radical reform agenda
proposed in State politics this century” and by
The Australian as a “genuine return of power to
the Parliament”.
Reforms included four year fixed Parliamentary terms
and greater independence of the judiciary, which were
endorsed in a State referendum.
We achieved the Royal Commission into the NSW Police,
which exposed corruption and led to major policing
reform; introduced whistleblower legislation; increased
the independence of the Ombudsman and Auditor General;
and established a Legal Services Commissioner.
In 2006 to promote open government, I successfully
initiated legislation to require disclosure of government
contracts with the private sector.
My newsletters keep you informed and they are
complemented by my website and weekly eNews.
Thank you to all who have supported my work.

When holding the balance of power with fellow
independents John Hatton and Peter MacDonald

get

eNews

Clover’s eNews is a weekly community update. Subscribe at www.clovermoore.com/enews

LEGISLATION+
INFLUENCE
A number of my Private Member’s Bills have been passed
in Parliament, advancing government accountability and
peoples’ rights, and protecting the public estate. Other
Bills that I have initiated have influenced subsequent
government legislation.
Reclaim the Night launch, 1994

For government accountability
My successful Freedom of Information (Open Government – Disclosure
of Contracts) 2007 legislation made Government contracts with private
companies open to public scrutiny. This was enacted after public anger
over the Cross City Tunnel contract.

For affordable accommodation
My Land Tax Legislaton (Amendment) Bill pushed the
Government to extend boarding house land tax exemptions
to low income rental properties. Action to provide affordable
housing and public housing has become more critical as
Sydney prices have increased.

For the

natural environment

My South East Forests Bill, passed in the Legislative
Assembly but blocked in the Legislative Council by Fred
Nile, was used by Premier Carr following a change in
Government as a model for far-reaching forest protection
legislation. The Bill aimed to reserve key areas as National
Parks, to preserve old growth forests.
Defending the natural environment

Peter and Clover with the Clovers – Mardi Gras, 1994

AGAINST discrimination
My Homosexual Anti-Vilification Bill which became law makes
it illegal to incite hatred of lesbians and gay men and empowered
the Anti-Discrimination Board to investigate complaints.
My Significant Personal Relationships Bill which did not pass
NSW Parliament, became a model for Tasmanian and Victorian
legislation, and later for the City of Sydney’s Relationships
Register recognising same sex relationships. The Government
has introduced further reform, but same sex couples still face
legal and social discrimination.

F O R N I G H T C U LT U R E
My Liquor Amendment (Small Bars and Restaurants) Bill
was subsumed into the Government’s new Liquor Act 2007 ,
in response to substantial public and media support. I hope
it will encourage eclectic small bars, provide alternatives to
“beer barns” and increase opportunities for live music.
“Say no to pets in pet shops” Rally, 2004

Laneway opportunities

for animal WELFARE
My Animals (Regulation of Sale) Bill, which is currently before Parliament, aims
to reduce impulse pet buying and cruel mass breeding practices. It has exposed
the annual toll of 60,000 dogs and cats abandoned and killed. While the Bill is
yet to be debated, MPs are being lobbied to humanely regulate the pet industry.

> f o r d e t a i l s w w w. c l o v e r m o o r e . c o m

DEFENDING+EXTENDING
PUBLICLANDS
I have a long history of defending public
land, opposing sell offs, alienation, and
commercialisation. I have campaigned for
additional open space needed for high and
increasing population densities.

Getting cars off parklands
It was not too many years ago that Moore Park doubled
as a car park. Getting cars off parklands has been an
ongoing battle, with the State Government recently
granting development rights over public land for the
SCG, and car parking leases being extended. However,
Moore Park West, as conditioned in the Eastern Distributor
contract, is now landscaped and car free.
Car free Moore Park

Sydney Showgrounds – Grandstand Tower

Defending Sydney Common
I led the community campaign to stop the Government’s 1989
plan to sell and redevelop the former Sydney Showgrounds
to offset costs for Homebush Olympic facilities.
My Centennial Park and Moore Park Trust legislation guaranteed
public ownership of the former Showground site by transferring
control to the Centennial Park and Moore Park Trust. The parklands
and the showgrounds were part of Governor Macquarie’s “Sydney
Common” gift to the people of Sydney. The Fox Studio lease of
the site provides significant Trust revenue.
I supported getting the parklands listed on the State Heritage
Register, stopping a McDonalds in Moore Park.
Harmony Park, Surry Hills

Promoting new city parks
In Surry Hills...
I supported objections to EnergyAustralia’s proposal for an electricity
substation next to apartments in densely populated Surry Hills. I
met with the then Lord Mayor and raised the matter with the Minister
in Parliament. EnergyAustralia agreed to relocate the substation next to
the police centre and Council agreed to buy the adjacent redundant land.
Our City Council landscaped and opened Harmony Park in 2006.
Royal Hospital for Women Park, Paddington

In Paddington...
As a member of the Royal Hospital for Women (RHW)
community liaison group, together with local residents,
Paddington Society members and the then Mayor and
Councillors, I supported the incorporation of public parkland
in the site redevelopment. The RHW Park opened in 2005.

and getting better
access to parklands
I initiated the inclusion of the pedestrian bridge over the
Eastern Distributor linking Redfern to Moore Park as part
of rezoning the former Resch’s Brewery site. It provides
safe passage for walkers and cyclists.

Bridge to the Park

...AND
FORESHORES
As State representative for an electorate
which borders Sydney Harbour, I take my
responsibility seriously to stop alienation
of our foreshores and any obstruction of
public access and views.

STOPPING
commercial cluttering
At Elizabeth Bay, I objected to a marina proposal
which would have extended 87 metres out into the
Bay and provided 16 berths for vessels up to 30
metres. The Government supported my objection
and blocked construction.

Clover and Minister Baird announce Finger Wharf to be saved

OPENING Woolloomooloo
Bay foreshores
The unique historic Woolloomooloo Finger Wharf was restored
with public access to the Wharf’s western walkway and around
the Bay, and to the Art Gallery, Domain and Botanic Gardens.
I led an extended campaign involving public rallies, action in
Parliament, and delegations to Ministers to achieve its retention.

Foreshore park for Pyrmont
In 2003, I supported the community campaign to save the Pyrmont
Water Police site as public open space for this densely populated
area. I spoke in Parliament and submitted petitions against State
Government plans to sell the site for development. The City of Sydney
bought the site in 2005 and is creating a foreshore park that will
form part of the Glebe to Rushcutters Bay harbour walk.
Clover at Elizabeth Bay
Clover with successful campaigners

At Rushcutters Bay, I got Premier Carr to inspect the
site which convinced him to end the march of excessive
harbour and foreshore cluttering and remove the large
temporary marina used during the Olympic Games.
Rushcutters Bay Park with Premier Carr, 2001

Public reserve at Rushcutters Bay
I worked with local residents and Woollahra Council to dedicate
the former naval base on Rushcutters Bay’s eastern foreshores
for public use.
Seven Shillings Beach, 1994

and changing the rules
for public access
I moved an amendment to the Local Government Bill to allow
public right of way through drainage reserves which provided
public access to Seven Shillings Beach, formerly restricted to
private land owners.

WORKINGFORBETTER
CITYSERVICES+AMENITY
With urban consolidation policies putting more and
more people into inner Sydney, services and facilities
including for recreation, need to be upgraded to
maintain and enhance peoples’ amenity.
With Plunkett Street kids and Principal Nerida Murray in 2001

Clover joins the “Bikebus” to work

promoting public
transport, walking
and cycling
Retaining city educational
OPPORTUNITIES
I keep pressure on the Government to fund and maintain
education facilities such as TAFE and inner city schools
including Ultimo, Plunkett Street, Darlington and Darlinghurst.
While Redfern Public School was closed, Cleveland Street High
got a reprieve after I supported an alternative proposal developed
by local Aboriginal and teaching representatives. With more
families in the inner city, education facilites need to meet
increasing demand.

I promote a modern integrated transport system for
our city both in Parliament and in the community. There
has been little Government response despite regular traffic
gridlock which is an ongoing cost to city efficiency and
liveability, and contributes to global warming.
I continue to fight for adequate bus services and wider
route coverage. Many services have been cut and waiting
times increased, but there are more services for southern
growth areas and new 352 and 355 cross-suburb routes.
After a lot of urging, a Kings Cross 999 Late Night Bus
now moves hundreds of people away from the area.
There is Government cooperation on cycling, with
safer routes being implemented in partnership with
the City of Sydney.

CALMING through-traffic
in residential streets

Road closure off Bourke Street, Redfern

I have long championed traffic calming, landscaped road
closures and 40 kph speed limits in inner city residential
streets. Changes have been developed in consultation with
the community, and the return of Bourke and Crown Streets
to two-way traffic following the construction of the Eastern
Distributor has revitalised the surrounding areas.

POLICING for
community safety
Safety and security is a major inner city concern and I work with
police for adequate staffing and appropriate responses. In 2001
we got the Government to abandon plans to close seven inner city
police stations; increase police numbers and return to foot patrols and
community based policing. Now there is strong leadership in local
Commands and better liaison with local communities with active Crime
Prevention and Gay and Lesbian Liaison Officers promoting sensitive
and effective responses. Overall crime rates have decreased but safety
remains a high priority particularly in entertainment precincts.

Clover with Kings Cross Police, 1996

REPRESENTINGDIVERSE
CITYCOMMUNITIES
I believe that everybody deserves equality of
treatment and opportunity in our diverse community.
I support progressive compassionate solutions to
complex social and inner city problems.
Fighting for public housing, 1996

Supporting public
housing communities
I support the many Housing NSW tenants in my city
electorate with advocacy and on-site meetings attended
by housing officials, police and service providers. In 2002
in response to my request, the Government employed a
Community Development Worker at Northcott after violent
incidents. Northcott now has a positive sense of community.
The position has been extended to December 2009 and I
continue to push for permanent positions in all housing estates.

Supporting residents 2002

DRUG treatment & support
I actively campaign for drug treatment and support. My successful initiatives
in Parliament and at the 1999 Drug Summit led to the setting up of the Medically
Supervised Injecting Centre (MSIC) which takes over 200 injection episodes off the
streets each day, and reduces syringe dumping, ambulance call outs, drug related
crime, and overdoses. The MSIC has approval until 2011 and community support
is growing. I continue to campaign for a full time Gorman House detoxification
service to provide treatment and rehabilitation to help people get off drugs.
Saving St Vincent’s, 1996

Promoting
inner city
HEALTH
I joined a strong community
campaign to retain St Vincent’s
Hospital, which provides world
standard research and care.
During the AIDS crisis, I supported
calls from the gay community for
a national policy with funding,
to provide a community-based,
as well as a medical response.

HOMELESSNESS
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Talking mental health with Premier Iemma (as former Health Minister)
and Dr. Alex Wodak in 2003

Facilities for
mental health
After years of urging, the Government is
providing $28 million for the Caritas mental
health redevelopment and expansion. The
new facility will provide integrated mental
health, drug and alcohol, and community
health services. I continue to campaign for
community support and rehabilitation.
Clover dealing with street problems

The Government developed an Inner City Homelessness Plan in 2000
following my pressure and media coverage of the homelessness
crisis in Woolloomooloo when up to 70 people were sleeping rough
and conflict resulted in a murder. The innovative Outreach and Support
Service now contacts and helps homeless people get off the street.
I believe a civil society must ensure effective, compassionate solutions
for the most disadvantaged members of our society.
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